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ABSTRACT OF AN ADDRESS BY M. HUGUES LE ROUX, 

March 18, 1902. 

" Une Visite a l'empereur Menelik." 

M. Hugues Le Roux was invited by the Emperor Menelik to 
visit Abyssinia. Menelik believed that Europeans were insuffi- 
ciently informed as to the agricultural and mining resources of his 
country, and, in particular, regarding the organization of a kingdom 
which is not the modern creation of a superior mind, but one of 
the most ancient civilizations of the world. At a time when Abys- 
sinia was about to be connected with the Red Sea by a railway, he 
wished it to be known in Europe through what historical and 
economical conditions his kingdom had passed and to what stage 
of evolution it had come. 

M. Le Roux set out for Abyssinia under these circumstances 
in the month of November, 1900. The Emperor had sent an 
escort of Abyssinian soldiers to meet him at the coast. M. Le 
Roux traversed with them the country of the Issas, who occupy all 
the region which lies between the Abyssinian mountains in the 
west and the Red Sea in the east. They are a savage population 
who, for centuries, have massacred all the expeditions sent to 
Abyssinia and have been the cause of the isolation into which 
that country has fallen. 

M. Le Roux proceeded to Abyssinia by the road of Harar, the 
town conquered from the Mussulmans by the Emperor Menelik. 
It is one of the greatest centres of African commerce — coffee and 
cotton. The United States sell in this market $5,000,000 worth of 
cotton goods a year. 

Leaving Harar behind him, M. Le Roux traversed the wild 
woodlands which lead to Addis Abeba. Menelik has connected 
Addis Abeba with Harar by means of a telephone. It runs across 
these forests, and is often broken by elephants and monkeys, 
and the other wild animals which make the Abyssinian woods the 
hunter's paradise. 

In Addis Abeba M. Hugues Le Roux was the Emperor's guest. 
He remained in the town as long as was necessary to become 
acquainted with the manners and customs and social institutions, 
and then accepted from the Emperor the command of a troop of 
soldiers, with a mission to go to the west and draw the map of the 
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unknown region where the Blue Nile runs in a southerly direction 
before it turns, almost at a right angle, and makes its way towards 
the north. No one had ever before penetrated into this swampy 
region abandoned to the Beni-changoul, or Shangallas. Menelik 
did not want to send a warlike expedition against them, out of a 
fear of seeing laid waste once more the whole of this western tract. 
He thought that an expedition of an almost scientific character, 
backed up with a few guns, would have some chances of success 
where a great many guns alone might fail. 

M.Le Roux succeeded in reaching the Blue Nile. He descended 
with his horses and mules from the heights of Mount Tchoki to the 
swamp, and marked the place where the Blue Nile, flowing towards 
the south in the direction of Lake Rudolf, finds the way barred by 
a great mountain mass, and is thrown back northwards. The Beni- 
changoul endeavored to prevent his return, but he was able to pass 
through their resistance without serious loss, and took back to 
Menelik the map which definitely fixes the course of the Nile. The 
Emperor, to recompense him, gave the name Hugues Le Roux to 
the mountain which stops the river in its southward flow. 

M.Le Roux, in the course of his lecture, gave very interesting 
information concerning the Byzantine origin of Abyssinian civiliza- 
tion. He told the story of the conversion of the Abyssinians to 
Christianity in the third century. He showed how they were 
governed by the laws of the Emperor Justinian, and how they were 
ripe in every way for the modern culture which the railway will 
carry to them. He asserted, moreover, that the Cape to Cairo 
railroad could not be built without the co-operation of the Abys- 
sinians, who were willing, indeed, to be associated with every peace- 
ful undertaking, but who disposed of 500,000 modern rapid-firing 
guns for the prevention of any undertaking which was not com- 
mercial in its character but aimed at the enslaving of Christian 
populations who cherish their liberty. 



